SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 22nd November 2004 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllr A R Goss (Chairman)

Cllr P N Aldis

Cllr P Blaine

Cllr R Frood

Cllr D Gale

Cllr J Gurney

Cllr C Osborne

Cllr M Pettitt

Cllr M Scott

Cllr D Sharman

Cllr G White

Together with one Member of the Press

1.  APOLOGIES:  for absence had been received from Cllrs Downing, Mrs Gautier-Groom and McMurdo.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (P52/04)

(a) Prejudicial interests

There were none.


 (b)  Personal interests
Cllr Aldis
Planning Application 04/02016/FULL
Member is able to see the site from his own property.

Cllr Gale
Agenda item 11 (did not participate in debate, or vote)
President of Sandy Colts FC. Life Member of Sandy Cricket Club



Cllr Pettitt
Agenda item 11 (did not participate in debate, or vote)
Vice-President of Sandy Colts FC. 

Vice-President of Sandy Cricket Club



Cllr Blaine
Agenda item 13
Member's domestic residence is subject to flooding.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (P52/04) (CONTD)

Dispensations

Dispensations had been granted at the meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Beds District Council on 12th May 2004 to enable the following members to take a full part in the business under Agenda Item 9:

Cllrs
P Blaine


D Gale


J Gurney


C Osborne


M Pettitt

M Scott

PART "A" – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

9. SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT (P59/04)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That Council be requested to appoint an additional Member to this Working Group.


PART "B" – RESOLVED MATTERS

3.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (P53/04)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

4.  MINUTES
 (P54/04)

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11th October 2004 and which had been previously circulated were signed.

5.  MATTERS ARISING (P55/04)

a)  Matters on which there are developments to report

(1)  Public Open Space, Fallowfield Estate (9.6.03) (P13/03)

No Minutes of the meeting have yet been received. Cllr Sharman reported that they had not yet been published.  Cllr Blaine said that he had been consulted about possible dates for a further meeting. Cllr Pettitt indicated his willingness to attend this meeting as a Town Council representative if he was able.

RESOLVED: (a) That the situation be noted.

(b) That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to Mr P Dean, the organiser of the meetings and ask that an invitation be sent for a Member of Council to attend. 


(2)  Drainage Improvements to Sunderland Road Playing Field, Sandy (5.1.04) (P82/03)

This scheme will now be included in the Pavilion/Secure Storage Project.

5.  MATTERS ARISING (P55/04) (CONTD)

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that this item may now be deleted.


(3)  Highways Agency – Decision re: Requested Roundabout, Junction of New Road and Orchard Road, Beeston (19.7.04) (P27/04)

Further letter sent to Highways Agency 18.10.04.  Letter also sent to Beds County Council re HGV restrictions on Bedford Road and St Neots Road.  No reply received from Highways Agency.  Reply received from County Council 15.11.04.  (Copy was attached).  

Cllr Blaine reported that he had written to Mr Jones at Beds CC pointing out that even in the absence of a roundabout at New Road lorries could be prevented from going one way through the town.

RESOLVED:  that the reply received from the County Council be noted and the present position be noted.
 (4)  Bedford Road Recreation Ground – Developers Contributions In Lieu of Public Open Space, St Swithun's Old School Site (6.9.04) (P38/04)

MBDC Play and Open Spaces Officer has now confirmed that the £2,811.00 sporting contribution currently unclaimed could be used for resurfacing the hard ball games area in Bedford Road Recreation Ground.

The balance of costs of this project will now be included in the list of Special Items of Expenditure for consideration during the Annual Estimates process.

RESOLVED:  (a) That the situation be noted and the item deleted.

(b) That the Clerk be requested to write to Mid Beds DC to ask whether developer contributions from the site to the rear of the Conservative Club had yet been received.


(5)  Fishing Rights – The Riddy, Sandy (11.10.04) (P49/04)

Letter sent to Angling Association 20.10.04. No reply had yet been received.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(6)  Summer Planting Sandy 2005 (11.10.04) (P50/04)

Awaiting further response from Sandy Enhancement Group regarding style of planted bed, possible sponsorship etc.

Cllr Aldis reported that he had attended the Enhancement Group meeting on Wednesday 10th November where it had been decided that the Group would be unable to contribute to this scheme in the forthcoming year.  However, the item has been included in the 2005/2006 estimates, which were to go for consideration to the Finance and General Purposes Committee on 13th December 2004.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

5.  MATTERS ARISING (P55/04) (CONTD)

(b)  Matters on which there are no developments to report
There were none.

6.  PLANNING OR ENFORCEMENT APPEALS  - NOTIFICATIONS FROM MID BEDFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

 (P56/04)

There were none.

7.  VERBAL REPORT FROM ANY LOCAL MEMBER WHO ATTENDED

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE ON ANY MATTERS AFFECTING 

SANDY 




(P57/04)

Cllr Gurney reported that the Planning Application for the development at the Jordan's Yard site had been granted permission despite the Town Council's objections. It appeared that Planning Officers had advised the Committee that public car parking could not be provided because of the cost of the renovations needed to conserve Magnolia House and the Chapel in Pleasant Place.  However, public car parking is one of the criteria for this site as identified by the Draft Deposit Local Plan, this means that the permission granted contravenes the Local Plan.  There is no method for the town Council to appeal against this decision.

RESOLVED: That the Mayor and the Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee be asked to write a letter to the Chief Executive of Mid Bedfordshire District Council deploring the decision and asking for an investigation as to why the Officer's advice was in contravention to the Local Plan.
Copies of the letter to be sent to Alastair Burt MP, Head of Planning Services - Mid Beds DC and the Government offices for the Eastern Region.

8. TOWN CENTRE ENHANCEMENT



(P58/04)

Cllr Blaine gave a verbal report on the meeting held on Wednesday 17th November 2004.  The scheme is currently being offered for tender and it is hoped to start work in May 2005.  The scheme is expected to take sixteen weeks to complete and the Group had discussed measures to try to minimise the impact on the town. 

RESOLVED: That the present position be noted.

9. SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT (P59/04)

(a)  The Notes of a Meeting of the Working Group held on Tuesday 12th October 2004. Previously circulated were received. 

Cllr Blaine apologised that he had not yet replied to the Town Council's letter to him in his capacity as Chairman of the Governors of the Upper School. He would be replying in the near future.


(b)  The Notes of a Meeting of the Working Group held on Tuesday 16th November 2004, tabled that evening were received.

Cllrs Blaine and Gale answered Members questions about the scheme and noted any special concerns.  Cllr Pettitt said that in his view the S.S.L.A. would not want the building, which currently houses the electrical points for the all-weather pitch to be demolished.  They would prefer it to be renovated. 

9. SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT (P59/04) (CONTD)

It was noted that the timetable was short and that a Planning Application for the scheme would need to be submitted in January if the grant application had to be prepared by March.  

RESOLVED: (a) That the Notes of both Meetings be received.


(b) That the Clerk be requested to write to the S.S.L.A. to ask whether they would make a contribution to the cost of renovating the storage building containing the electrical wiring and controls.


SEE ALSO PART 'A' MINUTES - RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL 

MINUTE No (P59/04)

10. MBDC REVISED PROCEDURE FOR DEALING WITH PLANNING APPLICATIONS










(P60/04)


The Clerk's report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Members expressed their opposition to the new procedure but recognised the necessity to establish a system to request District Council Members to "call-in" possibly contentious planning applications so that they be referred to Development Control Committee.

RESOLVED:  (a)That authority be delegated to the Chairman or Vice Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee to request one of the Ward Members to "call in" a planning application.  In the absence of these two, the necessary authority would be delegated to the Town Mayor. 

(b) That the Clerk to the Council be requested to point out potentially contentious planning applications to those with delegated authority.

(c) That Mid Beds District Council be requested to notify the Town Council of planning applications by e-mail, in the way that District Council Members are informed.

11. SANDY COLTS FOOTBALL CLUB - REQUEST FOR USE OF AN AREA OF SUNDERLAND ROAD PLAYING FIELD




(P61/04)

The Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.

RESOLVED: (a) That permission be granted for Sandy Colts Football Club to conduct training sessions for 6 to 14 year old children on the area of Sunderland Road Playing Field between the cricket wicket and the all-weather pitch. The sessions will take place on Saturdays between 12.30 pm and 1.45 pm, conditions permitting.

(b) That in support of encouraging young people to participate in active sports no charge be made in respect of these weekly sessions.

12. RESIDENTIAL CAR PARKING SCHEMES - TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING

(P62/04)

The Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.
 

12. RESIDENTIAL CAR PARKING SCHEMES - TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING

(P62/04)  (CONTD)

RESOLVED:  (a) That the Clerk be requested to write to Mr Pope saying that in principle the Town Council would be prepared to support a levy of 25% being raised for residential car parking schemes that Members felt had merit.

13.  SANDY PARISH FLOOD PLAN 




(P63/04)

RESOLVED:  That the consideration of this issue be deferred until the next meeting of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee on 10th January 2004, when it was hoped that Cllr McMurdo would be able to attend to speak to his report.

14.  PRESS RELEASE (P64/04)

RESOLVED:  That a Press Release be issued concerning the Town Council's disquiet regarding the granting of planning permission for the Jordan's Yard site.

RESOLVED: THAT IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS ABOUT TO BE TRANSACTED SECTION (9) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985. IT MAY CONCERN "ANY TERMS PROPOSED OR TO BE PROPOSED BY OR TO THE AUTHORITY IN THE COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR A CONTRACT FOR THE ACQUISITION OR DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY OR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES" THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

DATE/REF
APPLICANT
DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
MID BEDS NOTIFIED
MID BEDS DECISION

1.11.04

131/04


04/01988/FULL

Mr & Mrs H Kettleborough

37 High Street

Southill

SG18 9HU
Full application for the erection of a two storey rear extension and single storey side extension and single storey side extension and rebuilt frontage with porch and replace all roof covering to slate tiles at 9 Stratford Road, Sandy, Beds.
RESOLVED:  No objections.
P P & O S

22.11.04

23.11.04


10.11.04

132/04


BC/CM/2004/36

Anglian Water Services Ltd

Thorpe Wood House

Thorpe Wood

Peterborough

Northants

PE3 6WT
County Council application for the erection of extensions to treatment plant at Sandy Sewage Treatment Works off Georgetown Road, Sandy, Beds (mcckiosk and chemical dosing equipment) in order to comply with new discharge regulations.


RESOLVED:  No objections.
P P & O S

22.11.04

23.11.04


11.11.04

133/04


BC/CM/2004/37

Motward Ltd

Warren Farm

New Road

Sandy

Beds
County Council application for the variation of Condition 1 of Planning Permission 24/1999.
RESOLVED:  OBJECT

Loss of amenity to near neighbours.
P P & O S

22.11.04

23.11.04


16.11.04

134/04


04/02034/FULL

Mr B Thorp

5 High Road

Seddington

Sandy SG19 1NU
Full application for the erection of a two storey rear extension to 5 High Street, Seddington, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3 & 7 High Road Seddington notified
RESOLVED:  No objections.
P P & O S

22.11.04

23.11.04


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

DATE/REF
APPLICANT
DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
MID BEDS NOTIFIED
MID BEDS DECISION

16.11.04

135/04


04/02016/FULL

Bewick Homes

40 Mill Street

BEDFORD

MK40 3HD


Full application for the erection of 9 dwellings and garages at land to the rear of 43 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

 Near neighbours 43, 45b Bedford Road, 6, 6a Rivermead Gardens & 9 Mill Lane, Sandy notified


RESOLVED:  No objections.
P P & O S

22.11.04

23.11.04
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